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Annual  Report  for  1939. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Altrincham. 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 
Altrincham. 

Your  Worship  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  third  Annual  Report  of  the 
Municipal  Borough  of  Altrincham  dealing  with  the  health  of 
the  Borough  for  the  year  1939. 

It  is  directed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  that  the  report  be 
drawn  up  on  the  lines  indicated  in  Circular  1961. 

The  information  to  be  given  (with  the  exception  of  those  items 
for  which  full  particulars  are  requested)  should  be  limited  to  a 
record  of  alterations,  improvements,  or  developments  which  have 
taken  place  during  the  year. 

SECTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

1.  General  Statistics. 

Area 3,519  acres 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate)...  38,000 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (per  Rate  Books, 

end  of  1939)  11,327 

Rateable  Value  (at  31st  December,  1939)  ...  £300,470 
Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate £1,183 

The  Borough  of  Altrincham  is  situated  in  the  northern  part  of 
Mid-Cheshire,  8 miles  from  the  centre  of  the  City  of  Manchester. 
It  is  bounded  by  the  City  of  Manchester,  the  Borough  of  Sale, 
the  Urban  District  of  Bowdon,  the  Urban  District  of  Hale,  and 
the  Rural  District  of  Bucklow. 


4 


Altrincham  is  an  attractive  town,  set  at  the  very  gateway  from 
the  North  to  the  rural  beauty  and  charming  scenery  of  Cheshire. 
It  forms  the  natural  centre  of  a neighbourhood  rapidly  growing 
in  population  and  is  the  shopping  centre  of  this  area.  A public 
market  is  held  on  two  days  of  the  week,  Tuesday  and  Saturday, 
and  has  proved  itself  a great  boon  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Borough,  and  is  a profitable  source  of  revenue  to  the  Local 
Authority. 

During  1939  all  skilled  labour  in  the  heavy  engineering 
industry  has  been  fully  engaged. 

2.  Vital  Statistics. 

BIRTHS. 


The  number  of  Births  registered  in,  and  allocated  to,  the 
Borough  of  Altrincham  in  1939  is  578. 


Live  Births 
Still  Births 
Legitimate  Births 
Illegitimate  Births  ... 


578 

(M. 

302, 

F. 

276) 

25 

(M. 

14, 

F. 

11) 

558 

(M. 

288, 

F. 

270) 

20 

(M. 

14, 

F. 

6) 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Legitimate  Births  ...  ...  25  (M.  14,  F.  11) 

Illegitimate  Births  0 (M.  0,  F.  0) 

representing  a Live  Birth  Rate  of  15-2  per  1,000  of  the  popula- 
tion, and  a Still  Birth  Rate  of  0-65  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  illegitimate  Live  Births  number  20,  a percentage  of  3-4 
of  the  total. 


DEATHS. 

The  total  number  of  Deaths  corrected  for  Outward  and  Inward 
transfers  is  M.  205,  F.  209 — 414. 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  is  10-7,  based 
on  a population  of  38,440. 
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Comparable  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ( i.c ., 
Crude  Death  Rate  X Areal  Comparability  Factor  1*06)  11*3. 

The  number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  is  22 
(M.  14,  F.  8),  being  an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  38  per  1,000 
Live  Births. 

15  of  these  Infantile  Deaths  are  attributed  to  Congenital 
Debility,  Premature  Birth,  Malformations,  etc.,  (M.  11,  F.  4). 

2 Infantile  Deaths  (M.  2,  F.  0)  were  Illegitimate,  representing 
an  Illegitimate  Infantile  Mortality  of  100  per  1,000  Illegitimate 
Births. 


Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates,  and  Infantile  Mortality  Rates. 
Showing  comparison  between  Altrincham  and  other  areas. 


Area 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
of  Population 

Annual 
Death  Rate 
per  1,000 
of  Population 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

Live 

Births 

Still 

Births 

England  and  Wales  ... 

15 

0-59 

12-1 

50 

126  County  Boroughs 
and  Gnat  Towns  ... 

14-8 

0-59 

12 

53 

148  Smaller  Towns 
25,000—50,000  pop. 

15-6 

0-57 

11-2 

40 

ALTRINCHAM,  1938 

16-4 

0-69 

12-0 

60 

ALTRINCHAM,  1939 

15-2 

0-65 

11-3 

38 
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CLASSIFIED  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Typhoid  ... 

Measles  ... 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough  

Diphtheria  

Influenza 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

Poliomyelitis  

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

System  

Other  Tuberculosis  

Syphilis  

General  Paralysis  of  the 
Insane  (Tabes,  etc.)  ... 

Cancer  

Diabetes 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

Heart  Disease 

Aneurysm  

Other  Circulatory  Diseases... 

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia  (All  Forms) 
Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

Peptic  Ulcer  

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)... 

Appendicitis  

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

Other  Liver  Diseases 
Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 
Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

Other  Puerperal  Diseases  ... 
Congenital  Debility — 
Premature  Birth 

Senility  

Suicide  ...  ...  • • • ... 

Other  Violence 

Other  Defined  Diseases 
Ill-defined  or  not  known  ... 
Diarrhoea  (over  2 years)  ... 


1 

(M. 

0, 

F. 

i) 

0 

(M. 

0, 

F. 

0) 

0 

(M. 

0, 

F. 

0) 

0 

(M. 

0, 

F. 

0) 

1 

(M. 

1, 

F. 

0) 

13 

(M. 

7, 

F. 

6) 

0 

(M. 

0, 

F. 

0) 

2 

(M. 

1, 

F. 

1) 

0 

(M. 

0, 

F. 

0) 

15 

(M. 

10, 

F. 

5) 

2 

(M. 

1, 

F. 

1) 

1 

(M. 

1, 

F. 

0) 

1 

(M. 

1, 

F. 

0) 

72 

(M. 

34, 

F. 

38) 

6 

(M. 

3, 

F. 

3) 

21 

(M. 

7, 

F. 

14) 

114 

(M. 

45, 

F. 

69) 

1 

(M. 

0, 

F. 

1) 

19 

(M. 

11, 

F. 

8) 

19 

(M. 

9, 

F. 

10) 

19 

(M. 

11, 

F. 

8) 

3 

(M. 

2, 

F. 

1) 

4 

(M. 

3, 

F. 

1) 

3 

(M. 

0, 

F. 

3) 

3 

(M. 

3, 

F. 

0) 

0 

(M. 

0, 

F. 

0) 

2 

(M. 

o, 

F. 

2) 

5 

(M. 

4, 

F. 

1) 

12 

(M. 

6, 

F. 

6) 

0 

( 

F. 

0) 

0 

( 

F. 

0) 

15 

(M. 

11, 

F. 

4) 

10 

(M. 

o, 

F. 

4) 

6 

(M. 

4, 

F. 

2) 

10 

(M. 

4, 

F. 

6) 

33 

(M. 

19, 

F. 

14) 

0 

(M. 

0, 

F. 

0) 

1 

• • • 

(M. 

1, 

F. 

0) 
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Extract  from  Vital  Statistics  of  1939. 

Live  Births 578  ...  (M.  302,  F.  276) 

(Legitimate)  558  ...  (M.  288,  F.  270) 

(Illegitimate)  20  ...  (M.  14,  F.  6) 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  : — 
15*2. 

Still  Births 25  ...  (M.  14,  F.  11) 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  (Live  and  Still)  Births: — 41*0. 

Deaths  414  ...  (M.  205,  F.  209) 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  multi- 
plied by  the  Areal  Comparability  Factor  (1*06)  : — 11*3. 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES. 

(Headings  of  the  Registrar-General's  Short  List  29  and  30). 

Deaths  Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births. 

No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  0 ...  0 

No.  30  Other  Puerperal  causes  0 ...  0 

Total  0 ...  0 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  38 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  35 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births...  100 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  72 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  0 

„ ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  0 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  3 
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SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

1.  (a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

No  change  lias  taken  place  in  the  services  under 
this  heading. 

During  1939,  419  specimens  were  reported  on  by 
the  Department  of  Bacteriology  and  Preventive 
Medicine  of  the  University  of  Manchester. 

408  Throat  and  Nose  swabs  for  Diphtheria  were 
examined,  of  which  76  were  positive.  Three  swabs 
were  examined  for  Haemolytic  Streptococci. 

4 Agglutination  Tests  for  suspected  Typhoid  infec- 
tion were  reported  on,  and  5 samples  of  faeces. 

1 Sample  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Fluid  was  reported  on. 
1 Sample  of  Water  was  sent  for  bacteriological  report 
and  1 sample  for  chemical  investigation. 

Sterile  throat  swabs,  blood  collection  outfits,  diphtheria 
antitoxin  and  prophylactic  materials  are  kept  at  the 
Town  Hall  for  use,  within  the  Borough,  by  Medical 
Practitioners. 

During  1939,  126  specimens  of  Sputum  were  bacteriolo- 
gically  examined  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  of  the  County  of  Chester.  14  of 
these  were  positive. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

There  have  been  no  changes  during  1939. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

There  have  been  no  changes. 

Soon  after  the  outbreak  of  war,  “ Thornholme,” 
Park  Road,  Timperley,  was  taken  over  as  an  Ambu- 
lance Depot.  For  a time  the  Clinic  was  held  at 
The  Museum,  Watling  Gate  ; then  “ The  Homestead,’ 
Park  Road,  Timperley,  was  acquired  for  the  Centre. 
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(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics,  including  Clinics  solely 
for  diagnosis  or  consultation. 

There  are  two  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

1.  Mountlands  Welfare  Centre. 

3 Sessions  are  held  each  week,  one  on  Mondays 
and  2 on  Wednesdays. 

1 Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  held  on  the  2nd  and  4th 
Tuesday  in  each  month. 

1 Post-Natal  Clinic  is  held  on  the  3rd  Tuesday 
in  each  month. 

2.  Park  Road  Welfare  Centre. 

4 Sessions  are  held  each  week,  two  on  Tuesdays 
and  two  on  Thursdays. 


Medical  Consultations  were  as  follows  : — 


Mountlands  Welfare 

Centre- 

-832. 

Under  one 
year 
of  age. 

Over  one 
year 
of  age. 

(M. 

498,  F. 

334) 

499 

333 

Park 

Road  Welfare 

Centre- 

-756. 

(M. 

425,  F. 

331) 

415 

341 

Total- 

-1,588.  (M. 

923,  F. 

665) 

9*4 

674 

Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

The  number  of  examinations  at  the  Clinic  was  403, 
158  expectant  mothers  having  attended. 

(e)  Hospitals — Public  and  Voluntary. 

There  has  been  no  change. 
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3.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

(I)  Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services. 

It  is  now  expected  that  all  pregnant  women,  not 
under  the  care  of  a medical  practitioner,  shall  attend, 
accompanied  by  the  midwife  of  their  choice,  at  the 
Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

(II)  Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  or  Children. 

None. 

(III)  Health  Visitors. 

No  change. 

(IV)  Child  Life  Protection. 

No  change. 

(V)  Arrangements  for  Dental,  Orthopaedic,  etc.,  cases. 

An  Orthopaedic  Clinic  is  held  each  week  at  the 
Altrincham  General  Hospital  under  the  charge  of 
a specialist  in  Orthopaedics.  This  Clinic  is  of 
inestimable  value  to  the  Borough,  and  the  Local 
Authority  is  a subscriber  to  its  funds. 

Dental  Treatment  can  now  be  obtained  for  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers  and  children  under  5 years  of 
age  in  families  where  the  net  income  would  allow 
of  rate-aided  milk  free  of  cost. 

Home  Helps. 

A voluntary  organisation  exists  in  the  Borough  and 
the  Corporation  gives  a donation  to  its  funds. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

ANNUAL  REPORT,  1939. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Committee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  of  the  work  of  this  department 
from  January  1st  to  December  31st,  1939. 

Number  of  live  births  notified  ...  Males  290 

Females  288  Total  578 
Number  of  stillbirths  notified  ...  Males  12 

Females  10  Total  22 


Total  notified  600 

Total  notified  during  1938  589 

VISITS  BY  SENIOR  HEALTH  VISITOR. 
Number  of  first  visits  to  Infants  under  1 year  ...  287 

Number  of  subsequent  visits  to  Infants  under  1 year  1021 
Total  visits  to  children  1 to  5 years  ...  ...  1035 

Number  of  first  visits  to  expectant  mothers  ...  79 

Number  of  subsequent  visits  to  expectant  mothers  104 
Number  of  Infant  Life  Protection  visits  ...  ...  46 


Total  visits  2572 


Total  visits  during  1938  2820 

VISITS  BY  SECOND  HEALTH  VISITOR. 
Number  of  first  visits  to  Infants  under  1 year  ...  285 

Number  of  subsequent  visits  to  Infants  under  1 year  1113 
Total  visits  to  children  1 to  5 years  ...  ...  1129 

Number  of  first  visits  to  expectant  mothers  ...  41 

Number  of  subsequent  visits  to  expectant  mothers  33 


Total  visits  2601 


Total  visits  during  1938 


2827 
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CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

THE  MOUNTLANDS. 

Number  of  children  who  attended  for  first  time 

under  1 year  240 

Total  number  of  children  weighed  under  1 year  ...  5272 

Number  who  attended  for  the  first  time  between  1 

and  5 years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Total  number  weighed  between  1 and  5 years  ...  3536 

Total  number  weighed  8808 

The  number  of  first  visits  paid  by  evacuees  was  ...  36 

Total  number  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

There  were  120  sessions  held  during  the  year,  making  an 
average  attendance  at  each  session  of  73. 

Total  number  weighed  during  1938. — 7967. 

Average  attendance  at  each  session,  81  for  98  sessions. 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC. 

This  Clinic  is  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Tuesdays  each 
month. 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  attending  for  first  time  158 
Total  number  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  403 

There  were  24  sessions  held  during  the  year,  making  an  average 
attendance  of  16  per  session. 

Total  number  of  attendances  during  1938. — 332. 

Average  number  per  session,  13  for  24  sessions. 

POST-NATAL  CLINIC. 

This  Clinic  is  held  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  each  month. 
Total  number  of  attendances,  71. 

SEWING  CLASS. 

This  class  was  opened  32  times  during  the  year,  and  was 
attended  by  596  mothers,  making  an  average  of  18  per  session. 
Health  talks  are  given  at  this  class. 

Number  attending  during  1938. — 732. 

Average  per  session,  18  for  40  sessions. 


PARK  ROAD  CENTRE. 


( < 


HOMESTEAD. 
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Number  of  children  who  attended  for  first  time 

under  1 year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  232 

Total  number  of  children  weighed  under  1 year  ...  5272 

Number  who  attended  for  first  time  between  1 and 

5 years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

Total  number  weighed  between  1 and  5 years  ...  4301 

Total  number  weighed  9573 

The  number  of  first  visits  paid  by  evacuees  was  ...  60 

Total  number  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  149 

There  were  162  sessions  held  during  the  year,  making  an 
average  attendance  at  each  session  of  59. 

Total  number  weighed  during  1938. — 9765. 

There  were  148  sessions  held,  making  an  average  of  66  per 
session. 


CHILDREN  & YOUNG  PERSONS  ACTS,  1908  & 1932. 

Number  of  foster  mothers  on  the  register  at  the  end 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  children  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the 

year  7 

Number  of  cases  removed  from  register  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  new  cases  added  to  register  ...  ...  2 

Total  visits  paid — 46. 

Rate-aided  milk  was  granted  during  the  year  in  791  cases. 
All  cases  were  free. 

Number  granted  in  1938. — 826  cases. 

IMMUNISATION  CLINIC. 

1 he  above  Clinic  is  now  held  on  the  first  Saturday  morning 
in  each  month  at  the  Mountlands. 

1 he  number  who  were  completely  immunised  at  31st  December, 
1939  was  818. 
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SOCIAL  ACTIVITIES. 

During  the  year  several  social  evenings  have  been  held  at 
each  Centre. 

A Garden  Party  was  held  at  Thornholme  on  July  loth,  1939, 
and  a Garden  Party  was  held  at  Mountlands  on  August  26th, 
1939. 

The  Annual  Picnics  were  as  follows  : — 

Park  Road  Centre  to  New  Brighton  on  Wednesday, 
14th  June,  1939. 

The  Mountlands  to  Blackpool,  on  Thursday,  22nd  June, 
1939. 

All  of  which  were  much  appreciated  by  the  mothers. 

Owing  to  war  conditions,  Thornholme  was  taken  over  for 
A.R.P.  services  in  September,  and  the  Welfare  was  transferred 
to  Watling  Gate  and  Timperley  Parish  Hall.  On  October  22nd 
the  work  was  again  transferred  to  Homestead.  It  will  be  noted 
that  the  work  has  been  carried  on  satisfactorily  in  spite  of  these 
difficulties. 

Increased  sessions  held  at  the  Centres  have  made  it  impossible 
to  make  the  same  number  of  visits. 

I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  work  of  the  Voluntary 
Helpers  at  the  Clinics,  and  request  that  the  thanks  of  the  Com- 
mittee be  conveyed  to  them. 

H.  W.  BARDSLEY, 


Senior  Health  Visitor. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY 
INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1939. 

Sanitary  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Altrincham. 

February,  1940. 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 
Altrincham. 

Your  Worship  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  sanitary 
administration  of  the  district  for  the  year  ended  December 
31st,  1939. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. 

The  district  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Manchester  Cor- 
poration. With  the  exception  of  a few  isolated  premises  the 
whole  district  is  on  a piped  water  supply.  Two  samples  of 
water  were  taken  from  a pump  well  at  a farm  in  the  district, 
and  were  reported  satisfactory  on  analysis. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

A new  scheme  of  Sewage  Disposal  Works  has  been  prepared, 
but  has  been  held  up  on  account  of  inability  to  obtain  sanction. 
Surface  water  drainage  works  are  required  in  Wards  Nos.  6 and  7. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  inspection  of  rivers  and  watercourses  from  the  point  of 
view  of  pollution  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Lancashire  Rivers  Board. 
The  North  East  Cheshire  Rivers  Catchment  Board  have  executed 
certain  work  to  the  main  rivers  in  the  area. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

During  the  year,  4 pail  closets  and  9 waste  water  closets, 
have  been  converted  into  fresh  water  closets.  Of  these,  8 waste 
water  closets  were  converted  on  the  Linotype  Estate  by  the 
Company. 

Ashpits. 

During  the  year  10  dry  ashpits  were  abolished  and  replaced 
by  galvanised-iron  ashbins. 
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Public  Cleansing — Collection  and  Disposal  of  Domestic  and 

Trade  Refuse. 

The  refuse  is  collected  weekly  from  all  premises  where  dustbins 
are  provided.  The  few  ashpits  still  remaining  are  emptied  about 
once  per  month,  while  the  sanitary  pails  in  the  remoter  parts 
of  the  district  are  emptied  once  in  each  week. 

1 he  Corporation’s  fleet  of  Refuse  Collection  vehicles  consists 
of  : — 

2 seven  cubic  yard  S.D.  Freighters,  purchased  in  April, 
1930. 

2 eight  cubic  yard  Leyland  Waggons,  new  in  1932. 

1 ten  cubic  yard  S.D.  Freighter,  purchased  in  1936. 

1 new  11*3  cubic  yard  S.D.  Freighter,  purchased  in  1939. 

Having  regard  to  the  age  of  most  of  these  vehicles,  some 
increase  in  running  costs  is  likely  during  the  year  1940. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

During  the  year  the  following  amounts  of  Baled  Waste  Paper 
have  been  sold  by  the  Corporation  to  the  Thames  Board  Mills, 
Ltd.,  whose  works  are  at  Warrington  : — 

Newspapers  ...  37  tons,  6 cwts.,  3 qrs. 

Crude  Paper  ...  13  tons,  4 cwts.,  2 qrs. 

Recently  a Salvage  Department  was  formed  under  the 
Ministry  of  Supply,  which  requested  Local  Authorities  to  salvage 
waste  materials  which  might  be  returned  to  industry.  For  the 
month  of  November,  5 tons,  10  cwts.  of  baled  paper  (included 
in  above  totals),  and  for  the  month  of  December,  1 ton,  15  cwts., 
56  lbs.  of  bottles  were  dealt  with  in  this  manner. 

On  account  of  difficulty  of  obtaining  land  for  controlled 
tipping  in  this  district,  the  Council  have  been  considering  the 
question  of  the  future  disposal  of  refuse,  and  the  desirability 
or  otherwise  of  adopting  alternative  methods,  including  in- 
cineration. No  definite  decision  had  been  reached  at  the  end 

of  the  year,  but  it  had  been  decided  to  communicate  with  the 

Ministry  of  Health  ou  the  subject,  in  order  to  ascertain  their 
requirements  and  obtain  observations. 
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Ashpits. 

Number  of  houses  relieved  ...  ...  ...  4,038 

Number  of  privies  emptied  ...  ...  ...  06 

Number  of  wet  ashpits  emptied  ...  ...  63 

Number  of  pails  emptied  ...  ...  ...  4,210 

Number  of  dry  ashpits  emptied  ...  ...  201 

Number  of  loads  removed  ...  ...  ...  502 

Ashbins. 

Number  of  houses  relieved  ...  ...  ...  618,037 

Number  of  ashbins  emptied  ...  ...  ...  624,666 

Number  of  tipping  ashbins  emptied  ...  ...  44,720 

Number  of  loads  removed  ...  ...  ...  6,521 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


The  number  of  complaints  received  was  121,  and  of 
number  9 were  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  nature  of  the  visits  or  inspections  are  as  follows  : 
Air  Raid  Precautions 
Water  Supply 


Drainage 

Stables  and  Piggeries 
Offensive  Trades 
Fried  Fish  Shops  ... 
Common  Lodging  Houses 
Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 
Tents,  Vans,  and  Sheds 
Factories 
Outworkers  ... 
Bakehouses  ... 

Public  Conveniences 
Picture  Theatres,  etc. 
Refuse  Collection  ... 
Refuse  Disposal 
Smoke  Observations 
Schools 

Shops 


485 

12 

151 

12 

3 

6 

64 


5 


1 

10 

1 

76 

5 

7 

70 

69 

11 

19 

154 


this 
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Ash  Receptacles  898 

Hackney  Carriages 30 

Canal  Boats 9 

Watercourses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Slaughterhouses  147 

Shops  and  Stalls  273 

Butchers  43 

Other  Meat  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  ...  ...  ...  8 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  6 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Street  Vendors  and  Hawkers’  Carts  ...  ...  12 

Inspections  in  the  Market  ...  ...  ...  199 

Examinations  of  Meat  at  P.A.  Institutions  ...  1 

Miscellaneous  food  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  sanitary  visits  ...  ...  ...  410 

Council  or  Committee  Meetings  attended  ...  98 

Number  of  houses  inspected  under  P.H.  Act  ...  133 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  ...  ...  ...  166 

Number  of  houses  inspected  under  Housing  Act, 

1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  ...  ...  ...  184 

Houses  inspected  regarding  overcrowding  ...  28 

Miscellaneous  housing  visits  ...  ...  ...  192 

Verminous  Premises. 

Houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Re-visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  89 

Houses  Cyno-Gassed  by  Corporation  (includes 

slum  clearance)  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Houses  Cyno-Gassed  by  Owners...  ...  ...  5 

Furniture  Cyno-Gassed  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Schools  Cyno-Gassed  (Government  Evacuation 

Scheme)...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Infectious  Disease. 

Enquiries  in  cases  of  infectious  disease...  ...  110 

Visits  regarding  disinfection  ...  ...  ...  16 

Miscellaneous  infectious  disease  visits  ...  ...  12 
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SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED  AS  A RESULT 
OF  INFORMAL  OR  STATUTORY  NOTICES. 


Dwelling  Houses. 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Floors  repaired,  ventilated,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  21 

Plastered  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  ...  ...  21 

Windows  repaired  and  made  to  open,  etc.  ...  21 

Sashcords  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Stairs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Doors  repaired,  re-hung,  or  renewed  ...  ...  9 

Chimneys  or  chimney  stacks  repaired  ...  ...  6 

New  sinks  provided  and  fixed  ...  ...  ...  5 

Sink  Wastes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  4 

Water  supply  provided  or  improved  ...  ...  8 

Wash  coppers  repaired  or  provided  ...  ...  7 

Copper  firesets  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  2 

Firegrates  repaired,  reset  or  renewed  ...  ...  24 

External  walls  pointed  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Ovens  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  21 

Eaves,  gutters  and  R.W.P’s.  renewed  ...  ...  26 

Dangerous  walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Yards  and  passages  paved  and  drained  ...  1 

Yard  paving  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Drains,  Water  Closets  and  Ashes  Accommodation. 

Obstructed  drains  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  25 

Yard  gullies  provided  and  connected  to  drains.  1 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed...  ...  ...  13 

W.C.  Basins  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

W.C.  Cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  12 

Closet  structures  repaired...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  626 

Ashpits  abolished 10 

Other  Nuisances. 

Smnlcp  *’? 

• •••  •••  • • • •••  •••  jy 

Accumulations  7 
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Shops. 

32  inspections  of  shops  were  made  during  the  year  under 
Section  10  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  with  reference  to  the  pro- 
vision of  Sanitary  Conveniences,  washing  facilities,  ventilation, 
etc.,  13  of  which  were  found  not  to  comply  in  all  respects  with 
the  requirements. 

As  a result  of  these  inspections,  the  occupiers  of  6 of  the 
above  shops  have  already  taken  the  necessary  measures  to 
ensure  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

One  Certificate  of  Exemption  has  been  granted  in  respect  of 
a lock-up  shop  where  the  provision  of  extra  closet  accommoda- 
tion was  impracticable. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

11  Smoke  Observations  have  been  taken  during  the  year. 
In  one  case  there  was  a contravention  of  the  byelaws,  and  the 
occupier  was  warned,  while  another  nuisance  was  found  to  be 
caused  by  a defective  chimney.  This  has  since  been  repaired. 
No  legal  proceedings  were  taken. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

No  samples  of  Swimming  Bath  Water  have  been  examined 
during  the  year. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  Elementary  Schools. 

Considerable  improvements  have  taken  place  in  the  sanitary 
condition  of  certain  of  the  elementary  schools  in  this  district 
during  the  past  two  years,  as  a result  of  action  by  the  Cheshire 
County  Council  and  the  Altrincham  Corporation. 


NOTICES  SERVED. 


Not 

ices  serv 

ed 

N otices 

conrplie< 

1 with 

• 

Notices  outstanding 

In- 

formal 

Statu- 

tory 

Total 

In- 

formal 

Statu- 

tory 

Total 

In- 

formal 

Statu- 

tory 

Total 

858 

98 

956 

674 

61 

735 

184 

37 

221 

HOUSING. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  ( a ) Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  229 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  539 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

(. b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  43 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  201 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  96 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  24 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  14 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  9 


99 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  8 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  1 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section'  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

m ade  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  hi i 1 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV. — Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  Nil 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  Nil 

( b ) Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  re- 
ported during  the  year...  ...  ...  ...  1 

( c ) (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases...  11 
(i d ) Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 

houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over- 
crowding conditions  upon  which  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to 
report  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


NEW  HOUSES  ERECTED  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

Houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise 137 

Houses  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  10 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936. 

Clearance  Areas. 

At  the  year’s  end  the  position  in  regard  to  the  eight  clearance 
areas  was  as  follows  : — 

Chapel  Street  and  Albert  Street — 63  houses — 18  houses 
demolished  during  the  year. 

Duke’s  Cottages,  Atlantic  Street — 8 houses — Already 
demolished. 

Lord  Street  and  Royle  Street — 8 houses- — All  demolished 
during  the  year. 

Baker  Street,  Timperley — 12  houses — All  demolished 
during  the  year. 

Wash  way  Cottages,  Manchester  Road — 7 houses — All 
demolished  during  the  year. 

Aimson  Road,  off  Stockport  Road,  Timperley — 3 houses 
— All  demolished  during  the  year. 

Skelton  Junction  Cottages,  Moss  Lane,  Timperley — 5 
houses — All  demolished  during  the  year. 

Lowerhouses,  off  Seamon’s  Road — 7 houses — All  vacated 
and  demolished  during  the  3^ear. 

In  the  case  of  six  of  these  areas,  the  houses  had  already  been 
vacated  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  but  demolition  had  then 
only  taken  place  in  the  case  of  Duke's  Cottages. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  only  area  not  completely  demolished 
was  Chapel  Street,  although,  with  the  exception  of  two  common 
lodging  houses,  for  the  occupants  of  which  no  alternative 
accommodation  was  available,  all  the  houses  in  this  area  had 
been  vacated. 

During  the  year  under  review,  31  houses  in  Clearance  Areas 
have  been  fumigated  with  Hydrogen  Cyanide  (prior  to  demoli- 
tion) and  the  furniture  and  effects  of  one  house  were  similarly 
treated  before  being  conveyed  to  a new  Council  House.  The 
bedding  was  removed  to  the  Council’s  Isolation  Hospital  for 
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treatment  with  high  pressure  steam.  The  work  of  fumigation 
is  carried  out  in  this  district  by  a firm  of  Contractors  employed 
by  the  Corporation  for  the  purpose,  and,  in  addition  to  Slum 
Clearance  work,  the  fumigation  of  furniture  and  effects  from 
overcrowded  and  individual  unfit  houses  is  also  undertaken. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Milk  Supply. 

Designated  Milks. 

Dealers  Licences  to  sell  “Tuberculin  Tested”  Milk 
,,  ,,  ,,  “Accredited”  Milk 

,,  ,,  ,,  “Pasteurised”  Milk 

Dealers  Bottling  Licences  to  sell  “Tuberculin  Tested” 
Milk 

lTllllV  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  • « * 

Dealers  Bottling  Licences  to  sell  “Accredited”  Milk 
Supplementary  Licences  to  sell  “Tuberculin  Tested” 
IVlillv  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Supplementary  Licences  to  sell  “Accredited”  Milk 
Supplementary  Licences  to  sell  “Pasteurised”  Milk 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. 

Number  of  Notices  of  intention  to  slaughter  received  ... 
Number  of  Inspections  made 
Number  of  Pigs  examined  ... 


3 

4 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

3 


21 

10 

63 


Amount  Condemned. 

1 Pig's  Head.  1 Pig’s  Mesentery. 

The  above  were  affected  with  Localized  Tuberculosis. 


Market. 

Foodstuffs  condemned  were  as  follows  : — 

1 Box  of  Grapes  (32  lbs.). 

6 Ducks. 

1 Chicken. 

1 Case  of  Crabs. 

All  the  above  articles  were  surrendered  on  account  of  un- 
soundness. 


Slaughterhouses. 


Bovines 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Totals 

January  

81 

17 

520 

— 

618 

February  

91 

27 

528 

— 

646 

March 

79 

15 

580 

« 

674 

April  

78 

32 

612 

— 

722 

May  

79 

16 

715 

— 

810 

June  

July  

57 

65 

16 

17 

605 

651 

— 

078 

733 

August  

68 

14 

686 

— 

768 

September 

75 

26 

676 

— 

777 

October  

124 

43 

750 

— 

917 

November 

127 

52 

710 

— 

889 

December  

123 

23 

720 

— 

866 

1047 

298 

7753 

— 

9098 

Public 

Slaughterhouses. 

January  

17 

4 

61 

92 

174 

February  

11 

- — 

41 

79 

131 

March 

14 

3 

44 

68 

129 

April  

7 

4 

28 

55 

94 

May  

10 

— 

65 

34 

109 

June  

2 

3 

59 

30 

94 

July  

2 

— 

73 

29 

104 

August  

1 

1 

64 

23 

89 

September 

1 

— 

52 

128 

181 

October  

11 

1 

91 

318 

421 

November 

6 

4 

55 

195 

260 

December  

8 

4 

79 

330 

421 

90 

24 

712 

1381 

2207 

Grand  Total  .. 

. 1137 

322 

8465 

1381 

11305 
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In  connection  with  the  inspection  of  carcases  and  organs  at 
the  Slaughterhouses  during  1939,  the  following  were  found  to 
be  diseased  or  unsound,  and  were  seized  and  destroyed. 


Part  of  Animal. 

Disease. 

Bovine  Carcases  and 

Offal  . . . 

Tuberculosis  11. 

Bruising  1 (580  lbs.). 
Decomposition  1 (82  lbs.). 
Fever  1 (482  lbs.). 

Joint  111  1 (40  lbs.). 
Emaciation  2 (36  lbs.). 
Immaturity  1 (26  lbs.). 

Entire  Organs 

• • • • • • 

Tuberculosis  3. 

Heads  ... 

• • • • • • 

Tuberculosis  13. 

Livers  ... 

• • • • • • 

Tuberculosis  12. 
Cirrhosis  3. 
Abscesses  4. 

Plucks  ... 

• • • • • • 

Tuberculosis  30. 

Kidneys 

• • » • • • 

Tuberculosis  2. 

Spleens ... 

• • • • • • 

Tuberculosis  5. 

Udders  ... 

• # » • • • 

Tuberculosis  6. 

Stomachs 

• • • • • • 

Tuberculosis  3. 

Intestines  and  Mesenteries  ... 

Tuberculosis  10. 

Forequarters  ... 

• • • • • • 

Tuberculosis  5 (764  lbs.). 

Hindquarters  ... 

• • • • • • 

Tuberculosis  1 (104  lbs.). 

Pig  Carcases  and  Offal... 

Nil. 

Heads  ... 



Tuberculosis  36  (439  lbs.). 

Plucks  

... 

Tuberculosis  11. 

Stomachs 

• • • 

Tuberculosis  2. 

Spleens ... 

• • • • • • 

Tuberculosis  1. 

Livers  ... 

... 

Tuberculosis  2. 
Cirrhosis  1. 

Mesenteries 

• • • • • 

Tuberculosis  14. 

Entire  Organs... 

• • • • • 

Tuberculosis  3. 

Sheep  Carcases  and 

Offal 

Decomposition  4 (168  lbs.). 

Livers  ... 

• • • • • 

Cysts  1. 

Of  the  above  four  Bovines  were  slaughtered  under  the  Tuber- 
culosis Order,  1938,  two  being  totally  condemned,  and  the 
weight  of  these  was  1,248  lbs. 


Canal  Boats. 


Length  of  Canal  in  Borough,  2*38  miles. 

Number  of  Boats  inspected,  0. 

Cabins  contained  registered  accommodation  for  31  adults. 

Cabins  found  to  be  occupied  by  12  males,  5 females,  and  4 
children. 

There  were  no  cases  of  infectious  disease  on  any  canal  boats 
notified  during  the  year. 
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FACTORIES. 


1.  Inspection  of  Factories. 


Number  of 


Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

8 

4 



Factories  without  mechanical  power  ... 

2 

— 

— 

Other  premises  under  the  Act  

(Bakehouses) 

76 

27 

Total  

86 

31 

Nil 

2.  Defects  found. 


Nin 

iber  of  De 

fects 

Number  of 
defects  in 
respect  of 
which  Pro- 
ceedings 
instituted 

(5) 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 

to 

H.M. 

Inspector 

(4) 

Want  of  cleanliness  

22 

18 

Overcrowding  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inedaquate  ventilation  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : — 

Insufficient  

1 

1 





Unsuitable  or  Defective  

4 

4 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  

6 

4 

— 

Total 

33 

27 

— 

— 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

JAMES  E.  CRICKMORE, 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


of  Infectious  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis. 


2ft 

SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


N.B. — Practitioners  are  not  notifying  all  cases  of  Pneumonia. 
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4 (a)  Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  steps  have  been  taken. 

(b)  Tuberculosis. 

No  steps  have  been  taken. 

A Clinic  for  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  has  been  held 
on  the  first  Saturday  of  each  month  since  April,  1939.  Previously 
Clinics  were  held  twice  a week. 

818  Children  were  completely  immunised  during  1939. 

5.  Tuberculosis — New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1939. 


It  is  with  pleasure  that  I again  acknowledge  to  the  Officials 
of  the  Health  Department,  especially  to  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector,  the  Senior  Health  Visitor,  and  the  Clerk  in  the 
Sanitary  Department,  my  indebtedness  for  their  valuable  help 
to  me  .in  drawing  up  this  Report. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  REID  DUNCAN,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


« 


